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SAP has been burning a 
hole into the university’s 
pocket.
UTB/TSC had to dip 
into its fund balance because 
of a $2.3 million deficit 
caused by the Satisfactory 
Academic Progress policy 
implemented more than a year 
ago, university officials said. 
The deficit actually decreased 
from $3.2 million, a figure the 
university had predicted and 
prepared for in May. 
Rosemary Martinez, vice 
president for Business Affairs, 
said the deficit decreased 
because “we wound up with 300 
more students than we thought 
we were going to have.”
In an e-mail to The 
Collegian Thursday, 
Charles Dameron, vice 
president for Academic 
Affairs, said there 
are 185 students who 
were on suspension that 
returned in Fall 2008.
This semester, there are 1,464 
students on probation who are 
registered, Dameron said. 
Martinez said there are 940 
students on suspension this 
semester. 
She said the university used its 
fund balance, which “is really our 
savings, it’s our rainy day fund 
that is available for us to use for 
[emergencies] like hurricanes or 
things like this.”  
Martinez said the University 
of Texas System oversees the 
university’s fund balance, and 
the funds cover “at least three 
months worth of operating 
expenses saved up [in case] you 
have some emergency.”
Martinez said the university 
expects state funding to cover 
any future deficits.
“We believe if the state funds 
higher ed in the levels that we 
think that they should, going into 
the next biennium, that will ... 
cover the deficits going forward, 
so we won’t have to dip into our 
savings for fiscal years ’010 and 
’011,” she said.
Meanwhile, though, the 
university is taking precautions 
with its budget.
“We’re saving expenditure 
wherever we can,” Martinez 
More than 4,000 Brownsville 
residents, including UTB/TSC 
faculty, have signed a petition 
urging officials to reject the 
proposed construction of the West 
Loop and find an appropriate 
alternative. 
The proposed West Loop project 
is a byproduct of the West Rail 
relocation project. The West Rail 
track will be built out toward 
Olmito and Rancho Viejo, curve 
toward Military Highway 281 and 
toward the B&M Bridge. This will 
leave an 8-mile-long, 100-foot-
wide stretch of track that runs from 
the B&M Bridge to the 77 Flea 
Market.
The Cameron County Regional 
Mobility Authority has proposed 
building a tolled four-lane 
controlled-access roadway where 
the Union Pacific track now lies. 
It would have interchanges and 
connections at strategic locations 
and grade separated intersections 
for limited street crossings, 
according to the authority’s Web 
site (www.cameroncountyrma.
org/).
Some communities, schools 
and landowners are a few yards 
from the existing right-of-way. 
Engineering Associate Professor 
William M. Berg, who lives in West 
Brownsville, said he and many 
other residents are unhappy with 
the proposed West Loop project.
“When [U.S.] Highway 77 was 
built, it kind of set back residential 
areas a few hundred yards, in terms 
of the noise perimeter,” Berg told 
The Collegian in an interview. “In 
those developed areas it’s difficult 
to live in the noise bath, if you 
will, of a highway. The neighbors 
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By Julianna Sosa 
Staff Writer
Brownsville resident Philip Cowen stands on the Union Pacific track in his West Brownsville neighborhood. Cowen opposes plans to 
build a toll road after the railroad is relocated, saying it might cause environmental damage. 
Children play in Oliveira Park, a few yards 
from the proposed site of the tollway. 
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A Free Speech Alley, organized 
by the Political Communication 
class, will take place at noon 
today in the Cardenas Endowment 
Courtyard. Those interested may 
attend and discuss the topic, 
“Voting: Does It Matter?” For 
more information, call Associate 
Professor John Cook at 882-
8851 or send him an e-mail at 
john.a.cook@utb.edu.
Flag Football league
Registration for the Campus 
Recreation Office’s Flag 
Football League ends today. A 
captain’s meeting is scheduled at 
5:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Student 
Union’s Salon Jacaranda. For 
more information and to sign up, 
visit www.campusrecreation.utb.
edu or call 982-0172.
Art exhibit
An exhibit by Yareth 
Fernandez and Luis Sanchez 
titled “Talent and Incentive” 
will open with a reception at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday in the Rusteberg 
Art Gallery. Admission is $1. 
The exhibit runs through Oct. 
18. For more information, call 




A workshop titled 
“Overcoming Boredom” will be 
presented by Career Counselor 
Frank Coulson from 1 to 2 
p.m. Wednesday in Cardenas 
Hall North 104. The workshops 
are sponsored by the Student 
Success Center.  For more 
information, call 882-8292.
Medical Program 
The Office of Premedical 
Education Programs is 
accepting applications to the 
Joint Admission Medical 
Program until Wednesday. 
The early acceptance program 
guarantees entry to medical 
school to students who can 
maintain their eligibility during 
their undergraduate studies. For 





Ambassadors program is 
recruiting new ambassadors for 
the Fall 2008 semester. Students 
interested in applying must be 
currently enrolled in at least six 
credit hours and have a cumulative 
grade-point average of 2.75. The 
deadline to apply is Friday. For 
more information, call 882-6776 
or visit Student Union 1.16.
Ultimate Frisbee
Play Ultimate Frisbee from 
3 to 5 p.m. every Friday through 
Oct. 10 on the Cardenas Hall 
South lawn. You do not need a 




The Medical Academic 
Coalition Club will meet 
at noon Friday in Life and 
Health Sciences Building 
2.312. Students interested in any 
health profession are encouraged 
to attend. For more information, 
contact club vice president Vince 
Esparza at UTBMac@Gmail.
com or at 459-9881.
Patron of the Arts
The UTB/TSC Master 
Chorale will perform at 3 p.m. 
Sunday in the Sacred Heart 
Church, located at East Elizabeth 
and Sixth streets. Admission is 
$3. For more information, call 
882-7025.
Soprano Lily Zhang, a 
professor and artist in residence 
at the Sichuan Conservatory of 
Music in China, will perform with 
folk singer Fangli Deng,  mezzo 
soprano Ran Ou, bass/baritone 
Jianghin Ge and pianist Wei 
Yu at 8 p.m. Oct. 7 in the SET-
B Lecture Hall. Admission is $10 
for adults, $7 for senior citizens 
and children and $3 for UTB/
TSC students with a valid ID. For 
information, call 882-7025.
Legacy memberships
The Campus Recreation 
Office is offering Legacy 
Memberships for full-time 
faculty and staff. Those who sign 
up for a $20-per-month payroll 
deduction between now and 
Tuesday will be recognized at 
the opening of the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology 
Center. For more information, 
call Campus Recreation at 
982-0172 or send an e-mail to 
campusrec@utb.edu. 
Festival de Otoño 
tickets  
Tickets for the XVI Festival 
Internacional de Otoño, 
scheduled from Oct. 11 to 
Oct. 26 in Matamoros, can be 
purchased online through the Fort 
Brown Memorial Center. Tickets 
are $29 and $49, depending on 







Jared Diamond, a geography 
professor at the University of 
California--Los Angeles and 
author of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning book “Guns, Germs 
and Steel,” is the featured speaker 
for the UTB/TSC Distinguished 
Lecture Series, scheduled at 7 
pm. Oct. 16 in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. Diamond will speak on 
“Globalization: For Better 
For Worse--Touching On Why 
Societies Succeed And Fail.” 
Tickets are $250 per person and 
include a VIP reception with 
Diamond before the lecture. 
General admission tickets are 
$150 per person and include the 
gala reception. A limited number 
of discounted general admission 
tickets are available for UTB/TSC 
faculty and staff for $75 each. For 
more information, call the Office 
of Development at 882-4322.
San Miguel de 
Allende trip
Arnulfo Mar, UTB/TSC 
chemistry and environmental 
sciences professor, and his wife, 
Rosa, will sponsor a Thanksgiving 
trip to San Miguel de Allende 
Nov. 26-30. A $150 deposit is due 
by Oct. 6. For more information, 
call 371-2971 or send an e-mail 
to rosmar41@yahoo.com.
 ‘Strong and Cook’s 
Good Books’
Jared Diamond, a geography 
professor at the University of 
California-Los Angeles and 
author of the Pulitzer Prize-
winning book, “Guns, Germs 
and Steel,” will be the guest 
on “Strong and Cook’s Good 
Books,” which airs at 1:30 p.m. 
Oct.12 and at 7:30 p.m. Oct.19 on 
KMBH-FM (88.9)
SGA meetings
The Student Government 
Association meets at 5 p.m. each 
Tuesday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia. Students may 
offer suggestions, comments or 
concerns about UTB/TSC during 
the “Let Your Voice Be Heard” 
portion of the meeting. For more 
information, send an e-mail to 
SGA President Jorge Alanis at 
jorge.alanis10@utb.edu or SGA 
Vice President of Administration 




The Gorgas Science Society 
meets at 1 p.m. each Friday 
in Life and Health Sciences 
Building 1.314.  New members 
are always welcome. For more 
information, send an e-mail to 
gorgas.sci.soc@gmail.com. 
MMA practice
The Scorpion Mixed Martial 
Arts Club invites students to 
work out and train in mixed 
martial arts. Their weekly practice 
for beginners is from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday and from 
noon to 1 p.m. Saturday. For 
advanced students, the practice 
is from 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday and from 1 to 3 p.m. 
Saturday. For more information, 
visit www.mma.utb.edu.  
Learning Enrichment 
services
The Learning Enrichment 
Department’s Writing Lab 
gives support with writing 
assignments, research papers, 
online database research and 
Blackboard assistance. All 
services are free for current UTB/
TSC students. Operating hours 
are from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday in Cardenas 
Hall North 120.
Mass celebration
The Catholic Campus 
Ministry will celebrate Mass at 
12:20 p.m. Tuesday in the Student 
Union’s Salon Bougainvillea. A 
luncheon will follow the Mass at 
1 p.m. 
Scorpion Exchange
Buy and sell your used 
textbooks with other students at 
www.scorpionexchange.com.
ROTC classes 
Registration is under way 
for the UTB/TSC ROTC 
Bravo Troop classes. For more 
information, call the Military 
Science Department at 882-
7621.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
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UTB/TSC students want 
service offi ces to be open later, 
reduced wait times at Financial 
Assistance and 50 free copies 
at campus printers, according to 
results of a Student Government 
Association survey.
“Our goal was to fi nd out the 
issues that are most important to 
students using a survey conducted 
online,” said Freshman Senator 
Emmanuel Martinez, who 
reported the results in the absence 
of Senator at Large Jason Rios. 
“The highest concern we saw in 
the results is fi nancial aid; No. 
2 would be extending hours for 
student services … and the third 
would be students getting credited 
50 copies per semester.” 
More than 500 students took 
part in the survey, Rios told The 
Collegian on Wednesday.
During new business, Freshman 
Senator Jorge Muñoz was sworn 
into offi ce. Muñoz is one of fi ve 
students elected to the Freshman 
Council earlier this month.
Vice President for 
Administration Joel Alaffa 
informed the senate of a brief 
meeting with Student Union 
Director Patricia Longoria 
regarding the feasibility of 
installing lockers in the Union and 
a fee to maintain them. During a 
previous meeting of the SGA, 
student Claudia Robinson asked 
the senate to consider lockers on 
campus.
Senator Pro Tem Rosalinda 
Rangel reported on the senate’s 
Executive Board meeting held 
Sept. 19. 
“Vice President of Public 
Relations Ruby De La Fuente [is] 
going to be coordinating all of the 
committees, and also the task of 
the communicator will be placed 
on our Vice President for Policy 
and Procedures Robert Paredes,” 
Rangel said.
She also informed the senate 
about a meeting with Assistant 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Ethel Cantu regarding the 
use of the International Education 
Fee. 
“Basically, it’s just three points 
that are going to be assessed 
… and that is to investigate the 
usage of international education 
fees at Texas public colleges and 
universities other than UT-Austin, 
investigate the structure of the 
study abroad programs of Texas 
public colleges and universities 
other than UT-Austin, with a 




Student Government Association Freshman Senator Emmanuel Martinez (right) reports 
on the student survey results during last Tuesday’s meeting in the Student Union’s Salon 
Gardenia.
By next year, many South Texas residents 
might not be able to vote due to a legislative 
proposal commonly referred to as the voter 
ID bill, local immigration attorneys say. 
House Committee Clerk Patrick Dudley 
said the proposal is still in the drafting 
stages and will not receive an actual bill 
number until November. However, no 
more public hearings are scheduled on the 
issue. The proposal will not be discussed 
again until the Texas Legislature convenes 
on Jan. 13. 
In testimony during a hearing Sept. 5 
on campus, Jaime Diaz, a Brownsville 
immigration attorney, explained how much 
trouble some people have to prove they are 
U.S. citizens.
Diaz noted one case in which the 
individual had submitted all the right 
documents to become a citizen but was not 
approved. The state claimed the documents 
were not satisfactory, yet he was approved 
when he sent the same papers back to the 
state a year later.  
Some individuals may not be able to 
prove they are U.S. citizens, he told the 
committee.
“They will be some sort of sub-class U.S. 
citizen,” Diaz said, adding that the reason 
is because some people were delivered 
by midwives at birth and have trouble 
obtaining the correct documents. 
State Rep. Betty Brown (R-Greenville) 
told The Collegian in an interview Thursday 
that she has requested a draft of the bill and 
plans on carrying it through the legislative 
session. 
Brown said she is drafting the bill 
because although people need an ID to rent 
a movie or drive a car, proper identifi cation 
is not required to vote.
In previous legislative sessions, four 
similar House bills have been introduced: 
HB218, HB626, HB101 and HB979. 
HB218, also drafted by Brown, would 
require a voter to present an election 
offi cer at the polling place with either a 
voter registration certifi cate or one form of 
identifi cation, meaning a driver’s license or 
military identifi cation card, or two different 
forms of identifi cation such as a utility bill 
or a certifi ed copy of the individual’s birth 
certifi cate. 
HB626 explains the procedures for 
registering to vote and accepting a voter at 
a polling place. Both HB218 and HB626 
stalled in the Senate.
HB101 also notes the procedures for 
registering to vote and accepting a voter at 
a polling place, but remains in the House.
HB979 also requires a voter to present 
proof of identifi cation, but requires that 
a notice be posted explaining to voters 
that a provisional ballot will be provided 
to a person who executes the appropriate 
affi davit and a list of the acceptable forms 
of photographic and nonphotographic 
identifi cation.  This bill also has not left the 
House fl oor.
Currently, all citizens have to do to prove 
their citizenship is check “yes” on the box 
that asks if they are U.S. citizens on their 
voter registration cards. 
The new proposal states that residents 
must prove their citizenship in order to vote 
in any local, state or national elections. It 
Voter ID plan criticized
By Linet Cisneros
Staff Writer
REBEKAH S. GOMEZ/COLLEGIAN 
House Election Committee members Rep. Kirk 
England (D-Grand Prairie) and Rep. Rafael Anchia 
(D-Dallas) listen to testimony during a public hearing 
on the voter ID proposal Sept. 5 in the Education and 
Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. 
• See ‘Vote,’ Page 14
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“No, I haven’t 
registered 
because I don’t 
like to do that 






“I registered to 
vote when I got 
my driver’s 
license at 
16, and I’m 
not registered 
to vote in 
Brownsville but in 
Dallas County. So, I have to get 
an absentee [ballot] but I am 
registered and I plan to vote.”
Jenny Ashley
Graduate student in English
“Yes, I have 
been registered 
since I was 18, 
and I think it’s 
very important 
to be registered 
because it is every 
citizen’s right to do 
that. We have an obligation to 
choose our representatives as far 
as the Senate goes, especially for 
the very important elections that 
are going on in November. So 
yes, I think it’s very important.”
Sarai Delgado
Senior sociology major




enticing us to 
vote for a good 
reason. And you 
know, it’s to get our 
voices heard … the upcoming 
generation, and to, hopefully, 
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L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  p o l i c y
Letter to 
the editor
Don’t text in class
I have been [attending] UTB/TSC 
and have noticed a terrible trend: 
students sending text messages during 
class.
I do not think they are aware that 
they are wasting their money and 
time during classes. I think professors 
should ban them. [Compare] a student 
who does not use a cell phone [to] one 
who does. Who is more likely to get 
better grades? Do the math!
[Not sending text messages in 
class] is simply a matter of respect 
and commitment to such an important 
time in a student’s life and career. At 
the end, it is not the professor who is 
going to flunk you. You do it yourself 
by sending silly, disruptive and 
unimportant messages. I feel sorry for 
[those who do].
I have told my friends not to call me 
during class and they have respected 
[my request]. Whenever I call them, 
they know I can afford a moment of 
my time for them. Guess who gets a 





vote? Why or 
why not?
Republican rock star Sarah Palin’s two days of 
interviews with ABC’s Charlie Gibson revealed 
an overscripted VP candidate ill at ease discussing 
foreign policy-- a chief concern about her 
readiness.
Her performances did little to erase concerns 
voters may have about her ability to take over for 
John McCain if destiny calls, although she did 
seem more at ease on the second day, when the 
inquiry turned to domestic topics and her life in 
Alaska.
The issue is not experience--how many 
governors have foreign policy credentials?--nor 
one of deep knowledge of international affairs. 
We were looking for a sense of Palin’s instincts 
on foreign policy. We also expected to discern 
something about the suppleness of her mind. Does 
she seem capable of being a quick study and of 
exercising good judgment?
So the ABC interviews were neither damning 
nor reassuring. She made no glaring errors, but 
neither did she advance her cause.
She should have been better informed about 
the Bush Doctrine, more thoughtful about Israel-
Iran and more clear on her view of manmade 
global warming. Also alarming was her view of 
the desirability to adding Georgia and Ukraine to 
NATO, even if it meant risking war with Russia. 
Unfortunately, that’s the Obama position as well.
Palin didn’t appear to have thought beyond 
GOP sloganeering on foreign policy, offering no 
explanation of how a McCain-Palin approach 
would differ from President Bush’s. This is 
change? In light of the last seven years, anyone 
who aspires to national leadership must be more 
reflective and insightful.
This also showed up on the second day, when 
Gibson pressed her on how McCain-Palin would 
handle serious federal budget concerns differently. 
She’s right about better oversight but came off as 
thin on specifics.
Ronald Reagan was jammed with facts by 
advisers prepping him for his first 1984 debate 
against Walter Mondale. He lost. “Let Reagan 
be Reagan” came the call from those who knew 
Reagan’s real strengths. It worked.
Perhaps the McCain camp should “let Palin be 
Palin.” But who is that person? Was it the talking-
point machine of Thursday or the warmer, more 
relaxed candidate of Friday? And how much does 
she really know?
Palin must meet more often with more journalists 
in unscripted settings to show her true self, not a 
campaign consultant’s cram-session creation.
She has been a surprise hit with many voters 
because she comes off as authentic. Before 
November, they need to see the real deal.
Palin too programmed, protected
McClatchy-Tribune News Service
(MCT)
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and abutters don’t really want to be forced to 
move because they will suddenly be living in 
this noise.”
As chairman of the CCRMA, David Allex 
says the seven-member board has to look at 
the “big picture.” Allex said the Rio Grande 
Valley is an oval-shaped metropolitan area 
that’s 90 miles long, from South Padre Island 
to Rio Grande City, and 60 miles wide, 
including “our neighbors to the south.” Its 
population is 1.1 million on the U.S. side and 
almost 3 million on the Mexican side.
“That same oval by the year 2040 will 
have 10 million people in it,” he said. “I 
have a responsibility to have a vision to say 
what do we have to do now to make sure 
when we have 10 million people in that same 
geographical area. … We’re sitting here, 
trying to visualize what we are going to need 
in this metropolitan area, 40 years out, so that 
we don’t make some serious mistakes and 
really complicate the growth and congestion 
in our area.”
Berg said the communities were never 
approached about what to do with the existing 
track. 
“A decision was made,” he said. “When 
the community learned of it … they were 
very upset, and there was no alternatives. 
The Cameron County Regional Mobility 
Authority, which designed the plan for a 
road, presented it at a series of required 
public meetings and gave a vote, but the 
vote, unfortunately, only listed what kind of 
intersections, interchanges do you prefer … 
and that got the community moving because 
there was no opportunity to say what about a 
park, what about a bike path?
“We would like to see how we can work 
with our representatives to come up with a 
plan that really is good for Brownsville. My 
real concern is Brownsville and making it the 
beautiful place it can be.” 
Brownsville resident Margie Beltran 
opposes the plan because of the site’s history 
and the fear of damage to residents’ homes.
 “It is a very historical area,” Beltran said. 
“My parents were born and raised here. … A 
lot of people are worried about losing their 
homes, their property is going to be damaged, 
[they are concerned about] the noise factor. 
… West Brownsville is one of the poorest 
parts of our city and people in our area aren’t 
going to have the money to use this tollway 
to get anywhere in the first place, so we just 
don’t see any reason [why] it [should be] 
built in this area.”
But Allex said there will be no land 
condemnation.
“Nobody is going to get their house moved 
unless they want to move, we are not going 
to force anybody,” he said. “We have a 100-
foot right-of-way, we are not going to chop 
off any more or any less than what we’ve got 
right now to build the West Loop from 511 to 
the B&M Bridge.”
Brownsville resident Philip Cowen showed 
The Collegian his backyard and expressed 
his concern about the environmental damage 
that the project might cause. 
“There’s 150, 200 parrots, the Great 
Kiskadee, there’s green jays that live there, 
all kinds of finches, wild birds, migratory 
birds come in here, chachalacas, and with the 
noise and pollution that will be coming here, 
that area will soon begin to die,” Cowen said. 
“Another thing that affects me as a landowner 
is that this property along the railroad tracks 
going from Elizabeth Street all the way down 
to [FM Road] 802 is essentially going to 
permanently, if they put in the toll road, will 
permanently divide what now could only be 
temporary.
“ … This is an absolutely beautiful area, 
we have a beautiful way of life and I think 
everybody who lives in West Brownsville 
really doesn’t want to give up this way of 
life. We really want to tell the CCRMA, with 
the ideas of building a toll road, just leave us 
alone; don’t build this.”
Last May, the Cameron County Regional 
Mobile Authority held a public meeting 
on the proposed West Loop project to 
discuss and receive comments on the 
ongoing environmental study, the proposed 
alternatives and the design of the project. 
“Right now, we are in the public 
involvement stages,” said David Garcia, 
CCRMA assistant coordinator. “We have 
had one public meeting with the different 
people that live around this corridor. … 
We’ve had a series of meetings with different 
constituencies in the West Brownsville area 
… to show them what the project entails, 
gather information, answer any questions 
that they might have regarding property 
issues, right-of-way issues, tollway issues, 
safety issues.”
Garcia said the authority does not expect 
any land condemnation but there will be 
some minor land impact regarding the 
proposed on and off ramps. The highway 
is being developed as a toll project, Garcia 
said, but at this point it is “viable.” CCRMA’s 
goal is to utilize private investment for its 
construction.
 “There needs to be traffic and revenue 
studies [and] other studies that need to take 
place to present them to potential investors 
… that can build this railroad for us in order 
to build this as a toll road,” he said. “In other 
words, people that use this facility and that 
use this road will pay for the investment.”
If the project receives environmental 
clearance--the finding of no significant 
environmental impact--it will be approved 
by the Federal Highway Administration, said 
CCRMA Coordinator Pete Sepulveda.
The proposed West Loop project is 
estimated to cost $110 million, and would not 
be scheduled for construction until 2010. 
“We may build it, we have not done it to 
the degree to say that today we are going 
to build that loop but we’ve looked at the 
numbers and done the projections,” Allex 
said. “All you have to do is go down to [FM 
Road] 802 right now, from the expressway to 
Paredes Line Road, and look at the amount of 
congestion we have had in that area and what 
we’re doing now.”
He said the authority’s strategic plan is also 
aimed at economic progress and job-creating 
activities.
“What is going to happen to Cameron 
County and, more importantly, what is going 
to happen to Northern Mexico as it ties into 
our transportation situation, not only in the 
Rio Grande Valley, but our neighboring 
county to the west, Hidalgo County? ” Allex 
said. “As long as it doesn’t take people out 
of their homes and we can build a toll road 
that can pay for itself and won’t cost the 
taxpayers a penny, then that is the way in the 
future in eliminating congestion and creating 
some areas in economic impact not only here 
but in northern Mexico.”
He emphasized that the authority is “not a 
taxing entity” and does not expect taxpayers 
to fund its projects.
“We hope that through our toll process 
that we can do it through the public/private 
partnership,” Allex said. “Those things will 
not have a tax impact on this community 
or this county, those things will be paid for 
directly out of the private/public partnership. 
If there’s any excess of that whole thing, we 
have in our contract, a portion of that will 
come back to the county and we will do 
streets and roads that are not toll roads.”
Sepulveda said the next public meeting on 
the West Loop project has not been scheduled 
yet.
Cowen said the petition against the project 
will be formally presented at a City of 
Brownsville workshop scheduled for Oct. 
21.
Tollway
Continued from Page 1
WA S H I N G TO N - - C o n g r e s s i o n a l 
negotiators’ carefully-crafted agreement 
on a $700 billion rescue plan threatened to 
unravel Thursday as lawmakers at an often 
tense White House meeting clashed over 
details.
As Republican presidential nominee 
John McCain looked on, House Republican 
Leader John Boehner raised concerns that 
the plan would be too costly to taxpayers, 
and offered an alternative plan.
Democrats were mad.
“What this looked like to me was a 
rescue plan for John McCain,” said Senate 
Banking Committee Chairman Christopher 
Dodd of the Republican objections.
His reference was to McCain’s eleventh-
hour intervention into the negotiations, 
when he declared he was suspending his 
campaign and postponing Friday night’s 
debate with Democrat Barack Obama to 
help negotiate a bailout plan. Democrats 
think that Republicans were backing away 
from a compromise many of them agreed 
to earlier Thursday--without McCain’s 
involvement--in order to give McCain 
time to play a role and perhaps appear as 
a rescuer.
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nev.) said he believed the breakdown 
was simply an effort to allow McCain to 
miss Friday night’s scheduled debate with 
Obama.
Rep. Barney Frank, chairman of the 
House Financial Services Committee, 
seconded that belief. “I think McCain was 
hurting politically,” Frank said. “I think 
this was a campaign ploy.”
When McCain found that an agreement 
was near, Frank said, it was necessary to 
upset it so that McCain could later be seen 
as having played a role. “He’s making it 
harder to get things done,” Frank said.
Republicans, in contrast, said there 
reservations on the bailout plan were 
principled. The plan, they said, had too 
much government involvement in private 
industry and too high potential liabilities 
for taxpayers.
“That agreement is obviously no 
agreement,” said Sen. Richard Shelby (R-
Ala.) as he emerged from the White House 
meeting.
House Republicans’ rebellion threatens bipartisan bailout plan
By David Lightman 
and Margaret Talev
McClatchy Newspapers
• See ‘Rebellion,’ Page 14
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ORDERS TO GO!  OPEN 24 HOURS!





542-47774434 E. 14th St. and Boca Chica Blvd. Brownsville. TX 78520ORDERS TO G ! OPEN 2  HOURS!
       PANCHOS
with Beans, Cheese, 
Fajitas and Avocado






1/2 lb. CHEESEBURGER 
and Fries
COME BY AND SEE US AFTER YOUR NIGHT ON THE TOWN!
Gorditas • Steaks • Menudo • Caldo • Enchiladas • Tripas • 
Tacos de Brisket • Cabrito en Salsa • And MORE!
  Present coupon with UTB/TSC ID and get a FREE drink.
BUFFET 
Mon-Wed
11 am - 2 pm
ONLY $ 5.95
•   EC Emergency Contraception
     works up to 5 days after sexual intercourse.
•   HOPE Services (Contraception for up to 1      
     year without a table exam)
Call to schedule an appointment! Insurance Welcome
Expiration Date: 12/31/08
COL-1
Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers 
and receive $15 off medical service received.
GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!
International Master Daniel 
Fernandez and Arturo Gracia Jr. 
took first place at the College 
Tournament of Champions held 
Aug. 2-5 in Dallas.
UTB/TSC participated in 
the tourney, along with the 
University of Texas at Dallas, 
University of Texas at Austin, 
Southern Methodist University, 
Texas Tech University, Rutgers 
University, John Hopkins 
University and Grinnell 
College.
Chess Program Director Rusty 
Harwood said the new tournament 
was held in conjunction with the 
U.S Open Chess Championship.
The tournament consisted of 
three sections: open, players 
with a rating under 2100 and 
players with a rating under 1700. 
Fernandez, who is the 2006 
Individual College Champion, 
played in the open section and 
Gracia in the under 2100. 
“Dan got five-and-one-half 
points out of six … and Arturo 
got four out of six, and Arturo’s 
only loss was to Dan,” Harwood 
said.
Both players are considered 
collegiate champions, he said.
“It’s one of my last tournaments 
for the school,” said Fernandez, 
a management major who will 
graduate in May. “I was one 
of the top-ranked players. … 
I had to win, [so] I felt some 
pressure.”
Next for the UTB/TSC 
Chess Team is the State Grade/
Collegiate Championships Nov. 
22-23 in Houston. Representing 
the university at the meet will 
be Gracia, a sophomore biology 
major; his brother, Alan Gracia, 
a freshman biology major; and 
Bradley Sawyer, a freshman 
mathematics major. The team 
will travel to Dallas for the 
Pan-American Intercollegiate 
Tournament Dec. 27-30.              




UTB/TSC Chess Team members Arturo Gracia Jr. (left) and International Master Daniel Fernandez will compete in the State Grade/
Collegiate Championships Nov. 22-23 in Houston.
Patrons of the Scorpion Café 
now can pick the ingredients they 
want in their salads.
Under “Create Your Own 
Salad,” one can choose eight of 
28 ingredients, such as mixed 
greens, artichokes, capers and 
bacon bits. There are also nine 
cheeses and 12 salad dressings to 
choose from.
Each salad costs $5.25, but 
customers can also choose eight 
other ingredients, such as lamb, 
sirloin strips, turkey, tuna salad, 
and grilled chicken breast. Prices 
range from 1.50 to $2.25 per extra 
ingredient. 
“The ‘Create Your Own Salad’ 
is essentially giving another 
option to students,” said Doug 
Stoves, director of Residential 
Life and Housing.  “Students want 
salads and healthier options.”
The idea was spurred by 
requests from students and faculty 
members, said Ernesto Escudero, 
general manager and owner of U-
Mix/Scorpion Café. 
“The people that are health 
conscious and that want to eat 
healthy will be able to eat exactly 
what they want,” Escudero said. 
“The ingredients we have in the 
salads are everything you can 
think of.”
 Sophomore education major 
Cesar Rodriguez said it’s good 
that “students are given an 
option.” 
“This will benefit anyone that 
has a hard time choosing what 
ingredients they want on their 
salad,” Rodriguez said. “It’s a 
good idea.”
The salads will also be available 
at the snack bar in Tandy Hall, 
and other locations are being 
discussed, such as The Village at 
Fort Brown, Stoves said.
Scorpion Café also offers 
meal plans for faculty, staff and 
students. 
“The meal plans work like a 
debit card,” Escudero said. “You 
can get anything from a candy to 
a meal.”
If you buy a meal plan under 
$850, you receive an additional 10 
percent of the amount to purchase 
anything in the café, he said. Meal 
plans ranging between $850 and 
$1,149, will have an additional 
15 percent, between $1,150 and 
$1,349 will have an additional 17 
percent and anything over $1,350 
will have 20 percent. 
The plans are valid for one 
semester. 
“The meal plans can be very 
helpful,” Rodriguez said. “Being 
a student takes up a lot of time 
and sometimes we don’t even 
have to time to leave campus for 
a meal.”
In the works is another idea 
suggested by students. “Grab 
and Go” would consist of ready-
made sandwiches and salads, 
which would be available in the 
Scorpion Café and Tandy Hall.
“I know that time is an issue 
for students, so if you have a 
class in Tandy and you need to 
go to EDBC, you can stop by 
the Scorpion Café, pick up a 
sandwich and go to your class,” 
Stoves said. 
The exact date “Grab and Go” 
will begin was not available at 
press time.
Be original: Create your own salad
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
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Sexually transmitted diseases affect 
men and women of all backgrounds and 
economic levels. In the United States, 
overall incidence of STDs has increased 
dramatically in recent years, according to 
the 2005 State of the Nation Report. The 
Centers for Disease Control estimates that 
19 million new infections occur each year, 
almost half of them among young people 
ages 15 to 24. 
A study done by the Health Department 
at the University of Columbia in New York 
indicates that 20 percent to 25 percent of 
college students nationwide have either 
transmitted or been infected with a sexually 
transmitted disease. The study further 
states that the most common STDs on 
college campuses are Chlamydia, human 
papillomaviruses, genital warts or genital 
herpes. 
Symptoms for chlamydia in men include 
painful or burning sensation during 
urination, milky or watery discharge, rectal 
inflammation and swollen testicles. In 
women, symptoms may include abnormal 
discharge, bleeding between menstruations 
and painful urination, among others.
According to the CDC, chlamydia 
can be transmitted during vaginal, oral 
or anal sexual contact with an infected 
partner. A pregnant woman may pass the 
infection to her newborn during delivery, 
with subsequent neonatal eye infection 
or pneumonia. Even though symptoms of 
chlamydia are usually mild or absent, it can 
damage a woman’s reproductive organs and 
cause serious complications. Irreversible 
damage, including infertility, can occur 
“silently” before a woman ever recognizes 
a problem. Pelvic inflammatory disease, 
a serious complication of chlamydia 
infection, has emerged as a major cause of 
infertility among women of childbearing 
age. 
Some of the most common sexually 
transmitted infections (STIs) are caused by 
viruses. The two most common are HPV, 
the virus that can cause cervical cancer and 
genital warts, and GSV, or genital herpes. 
Around half of all sexually active adults 
get infected with HPV and one-fifth are 
infected with genital herpes, according 
to the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases.
HPV infects the skin or mucous 
membranes (like the inside of your mouth, 
vagina or anus). There are more than 30 
types of HPV. The ones which can cause 
cancer are considered high risk. Other types 
may cause warts but are not associated with 
cancerous changes. HPV is transmitted by 
direct contact with an infected partner. 
Most people are not aware that they are 
infected, so safer sex practices like using 
condoms and maintaining monogamous 
relationships are important to reduce the 
risk of transmission. Condoms definitely 
offer some protection but not 100 percent 
because the virus may be present in areas 
not covered by the condom.
There is no cure for HPV but the 
immune system clears the infection over 
a period of a couple years in about 90 
percent of those infected. Also, there is 
now a vaccine available that helps prevent 
most of the higher risk types. Currently, it 
is only recommended for females between 
the ages of 9 and 26. The vaccine is being 
offered more to girls in the younger part of 
the age range because it works better when 
given before starting sexual activity. 
Like HPV, herpes simplex virus is 
frequently present in individuals who do 
not realize they are infected. Furthermore, 
once a person has been infected the virus 
can remain silent and then suddenly express 
itself in an outbreak at any time. There are 
two types of HSV. One infects primarily 
the mouth and is called a “fever blister” 
or “cold sore.” The other, HSV 2, usually 
infects the genital region, according to the 
CDC. 
HSV 1 is common and frequently the 
infection is acquired during childhood. 
Because HSV 2 infections are in areas 
harder to see, as many as two-thirds of 
those infected do not realize they have 
the virus. Sometimes the initial infection, 
after the virus is first caught, causes painful 
lesions. They gradually clear up without 
treatment but there are antiviral drops 
that make the symptoms go away more 
quickly after a person is infected. The virus 
lives in the nerves and can activate and 
become infectious in the skin and mucous 
membranes, where it can be passed to 
another person through direct contact. 
Condoms reduce the risk of passing the 
virus to a partner but as with HPV the 
protection is not 100 percent.
HSV does not have a cure or vaccine 
but there is a medication that helps prevent 
outbreaks and reduces the risk of infecting 
your partner.
UTB/TSC Student Health Services 
offers confidential STI testing, counseling 
and treatment. Students who have bumps, 
sores or discharge from the genitals should 
come have them checked.
The sex partners of people with these 
symptoms also need to be checked. People 
who know they are infected with HPV 
or HSV need to learn how to tell their 
partner so they can decide what they want 
to do to reduce the chance of spreading 
the infection. Safe-sex measures and 
open communication are cornerstones of 
healthy sexual relationships and disease 
prevention.
If you think that you are infected or 
want to know whether you are infected, 
it is important that you get tested. Early 
Sexually transmitted diseases 
up among college students
By Barbara Hill
and Eugenia Curet
• See ‘STD,’ Page 12
Stephanie Elizondo Griest 
grew up in South Texas but never 
learned a word of Spanish.
When Griest’s mother, who is 
of Mexican descent, was growing 
up, students were punished if 
they spoke the “dirty language,” 
so she didn’t teach her daughter 
Spanish.
But upon turning 30, Griest 
decided to research her roots 
and learn Spanish by visiting 
Mexico.
The journalist and award-
winning author spoke to about 
40 people who gathered Tuesday 
in the SET-B Lecture Hall for a 
presentation on her newest book, 
“Mexican Enough: My Life 
Between the Borderlines.”
Griest, who is originally from 
Corpus Christi, said she always 
had wanderlust. 
“I just needed to figure the 
details, how, where and with 
whose money, that’s when my 
journey began,” she said.
 After finishing high school, 
Griest attended the University 
of Texas at Austin and graduated 
with degrees in journalism and 
post-Soviet studies. She then 
traveled to Moscow, where she 
applied her Russian, which she 
learned at UT-Austin. 
After traveling to foreign 
countries, she started questioning 
her background.
“I began to think why I didn’t 
speak Spanish; I never learned 
anything about my culture,” 
Griest said. “It was time for me 
to go back and see where I was 
from.” 
In “Mexican Enough,” she 
writes about her experiences once 
arriving in Mexico in 2004.
“I stumbled upon a social 
movement,” Griest said, “an 
explosion of teachers protesting in 
Oaxaca, [the] narco border town 
of Nuevo Laredo, the presidential 
election and so on.” 
She wrote about her experience 
living in Queretaro, Mexico, 
where she witnessed hate crimes 
against gay activist Octavio 
Acuña, who was later found 
stabbed to death. 
“I realized there were issues 
that I wanted to get involved in,” 
Griest said.
She also explored the legacy of 
the greatest Mexican wrestler, El 
Santo, who never lost a fight.
Griest interviewed one of El 
Santo’s opponents, “Bulldog” 
Quintero, a 65-year-old man 
who had a tumor and was still 
wrestling.  
She also accompanied Oaxaca 
teachers as they walked seven 
miles in 2006 to protest their low 
pay.  
Griest also interviewed many 
migrant workers. 
“It’s a big issue,” she said. “As 
soon as a boy is 14 years old, he 
is sent to El Norte to work and 
doesn’t come back until he is 60 
and retired.” 
She plans to use her interviews 
for a fourth book, “Mojado 
Monologues.”
“Mexicans, they are tough” 
Griest said. “The more I knew 
them, the more I began to respect 
them.”
Griest has also published 
“Around the Bloc: My Life in 
Moscow, Beijing and Havana,” in 
which she relates her experiences: 
volunteering at a children’s shelter 
in Russia, publishing propaganda 
in China and dancing with rumba 
queens in Cuba.
Her second book, “100 Places 
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Stephanie Elizondo Griest gestures after reading a passage from her new book, 
“Mexican Enough: My Life Between the Border Lines,” during a lecture Tuesday in the 
SET-B Lecture Hall. 
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Following are among the 
incidents reported by Campus 
Police between Aug. 22 and 30.
At 9:42 p.m. Aug. 22, an 
individual reported that his 
Toyota Corolla was scratched 
while it was parked at The Village 
at Fort Brown. The damage was 
estimated at $50.
 At 6:50 a.m. Aug. 25, a 
Campus Police officer was 
dispatched to the Education and 
Business Complex regarding a 
minor collision between a 2003 
Dodge Durango and a golf cart. 
No injuries were reported. The 
collision occurred after a staff 
member drove a golf cart the 
wrong way in a one-way entrance 
and caused a small dent to the 
vehicle.
At 8:16 a.m. the same day, a 
Pontiac G6 accidentally struck a 
parked Chrysler van in Lot O. No 
injuries were reported.
At 9:05 a.m. the same day, 
a guard reported finding a set 
of keys in the keyhole of a red 
Mazda Miata that was parked in 
Lot A.
At 10 a.m. the same day, a 
student reported finding a set of 
keys in Lot O. 
At 11:02 a.m. the same day, 
a 2001 Lincoln Navigator and a 
1998 Dodge Caravan collided 
at the intersection of Ringgold 
Road and University Boulevard. 
No injuries were reported.  
At 11:30 a.m. the same day, 
a student turned in a set of keys 
found in Lot U. 
At 3:42 p.m. the same day, a 
staff member reported finding a 
brown journal and a blue spiral 
notebook in Tandy Hall.
At 7 p.m. the same day, an 
individual reported that a female 
student driving a Ford F-150 
confronted her with vulgar 
language in Lot W. A Campus 
Police officer 
checked the area, 
but could not find 
anyone matching 
the description.
At 1:28 p.m. 
Aug. 26, a staff 
member reported 
that she felt 
uncomfortable as 
she walked by the 
construction site west of the 
Education and Business Complex 
because about 10 construction 
workers called out, “Mira.” She 
said that about a month ago, a 
construction worker called out 
“Hey, momma.” The person in 
charge of the construction site 
was notified of the incident.
At 5:06 p.m. the same day, a 
Campus Police Officer spotted 
graffiti on the walls of the first 
floor men’s restroom in Cardenas 
Hall South. The graffiti consisted 
of a Nazi swastika, an anarchy 
symbol, the Star of David and 
a triangle with an upside down 
triangle in its center. 
At 4:42 p.m. the same day, 
a Nissan Xterra and a Mazda 
MX5 collided at the exit of 
parking Lots U and V. One of the 
drivers complained of pain in her 
upper back but refused medical 
attention. Damage to each vehicle 
was estimated at $200.
At 7 p.m. the same day, a 
student reported losing the keys 
to her Chevrolet Tahoe between 
SET-B and the Life and Health 
Sciences Building. 
At 7 p.m. the same day, a 
Campus Police Officer was 
dispatched to parking Lot Z 
where an individual found a set 
of keys attached to the locking 
mechanism of a Nissan Sentra. 
At 8:45 a.m. Aug 27, a student 
reported losing her black Mickey 
Mouse wallet. The wallet 
contained $10, a UTB/
TSC ID, public library 
card, Borders rewards 
card and a Petsmart 
Card. 
At 9:30 a.m. that 
same day, a staff 
member reported being 
harassed by a man. 
Campus Police officers 
contacted the man and 
told him he would be cited if he 
did not leave the area. 
At noon the same day, a 
Campus Police guard turned in 
a Dell laptop computer found 
by a faculty member in Life and 
Health Sciences Building 1.314.
At noon the same day, a student 
lost her keys on the way to class. 
At 12:15 p.m. the same day, a 
student reported losing her wallet 
in the Education and Business 
Complex.
At 1 p.m. the same day, a 
woman placing her infant in 
her Chevrolet Cavalier reported 
accidentally striking a 1996 
Toyota Celica after a wind gust 
completely opened her door. 
Damage to the Celica was 
estimated at $200.
At 1 p.m. the same day, an 
individual reported that her 2005 
Hummer H2 was scratched while 
it was parked in the ITEC Center. 
The damage was estimated at 
$1,800.
At 2:30 p.m. the same day, 
a faculty member reported 
misplacing his two university 
keys. 
At 3:30 p.m. the same day, the 
front bumper of a 2002 white 
Ford F-150 was stolen from Lot 
O. The cost of the bumper was 
estimated at $400.
At 4 p.m. the same day, a 
staff member reported losing an 
umbrella in The Village at Fort 
Brown parking lot.
At 7:35 p.m. the same day, 
a student reported losing a 
photocopy of her driver’s license 
and Social Security card in the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library.
At 7:30 p.m. the same day, a cell 
phone was found in the Education 
and Business Complex. 
At 8:40 a.m. Aug. 28, a Physical 
Plant employee using a weed 
cutter accidentally launched an 
unknown object  that broke the 
passenger quarter window of a 
Dodge Avenger.
At 10:48 a.m. the same day, 
a student was advised to follow 
campus rules after speaking 
to Barnes & Noble Bookstore 
employees in a rude manner.
At 11:19 a.m. the same day, a 
construction company employee 
reported that electronic equipment 
was stolen from the ITEC Center. 
The loss was estimated at 
$2,600.  
At 1:46 p.m. the same day, a 
student reported losing her keys. 
Campus Police placed a courtesy 
boot on her vehicle.
At 3:45 p.m. the same 
day, a necklace was found in 
the Education and Business 
Complex. 
At 3:30 p.m. the same day, a 
staff member turned in items from 
the library, including an MP3 
player with a broken screen, and 
four two-gigabyte USB drives.
At 9 p.m. the same day, a 
harassing note was left on the 
windshield of a student’s vehicle. 
The note read: “Next time don’t 
block anybody’s way idiot. 
You’re lucky I didn’t f--- it up.” 
The student’s vehicle was parked 
in a legal parking space behind 
the Barnes & Noble Bookstore, 
but was blocking an illegally 
parked Ford Focus.  
At 1:09 a.m. Aug. 29, a 
custodian was cleaning the Auto 
Body shop in the ITEC Center 
when she heard someone trying 
to open the door. The custodian 
also heard a running engine. 
At 5:35 p.m. the same day, 
a Campus Police officer was 
dispatched to the ITEC Center 
after a collision between a Ford 
Focus and a Chevrolet Silverado. 
One person was transported to 
Valley Regional Medical Center 
for evaluation of possible injuries 
and the driver of the Silverado 
was cited for reckless driving.
At 6 p.m. the same day, a 2000 
GMC Sierra 1500 pickup truck 
accidentally struck a 1997 Pontiac 
Grand Prix that was parked in 
The Village at Fort Brown lot. 
The damage was estimated  at 
$100.
At 10 a.m. Aug. 30, a Campus 
Police Officer participating 
in an active shooter scenario 
accidentally broke a window in 
the ITEC Center. No injuries 
were reported.
--Compiled by Cynthia 
Hernandez
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P o l i c e  R e p o r t s
Professors, Students, Staff!
$375 per month





•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd. www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
Mexican
Continued from Page 8
Every Woman Should Go,” was 
named the best travel book of 
2007 by the Society of American 
Travel Writers Foundation’s 
Lowell Thomas Travel Journalism 
Competition.
Griest has traveled to more 
than 30 countries and 48 states.
She encourages students to 
travel and discover a new world. 
“Never let money stand in the 
way of what you want to do, there 
is always a way,” Griest said. 
Sophomore nursing major 
David Gomez wants to be an Army 
National Guard medical officer 
and has joined the university’s 
ROTC program to achieve that 
goal. 
“My plan is to become a second 
lieutenant,” Gomez said. “I’d 
like to help other soldiers [in] the 
different wars that are happening 
throughout the world, and 
especially in Iraq, and I’d like to 
[help] soldiers that get wounded. 
Whatever type of medical need 
that they have, I want to be there 
to help, and that’s a big motivator 
for me.”
Gomez is one of 18 students 
enrolled in the Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps at UTB/TSC. 
The program gears students 
toward entering the U.S. Army as 
officers.
In addition to the ROTC 
program, UTB/TSC now offers 
military science as a minor 
through the Military Science 
Department. The program is under 
the direction of Lt. Col. Andre 
Dean, who is also a professor of 
military science at the University 
of Texas-Pan American.
The program is under a branch of 
the Army called Cadet Command, 
said Capt. Abel Gonzalez, an 
assistant professor of military 
science and the enrollment officer 
at UT-Pan American.
 “Cadet Command is an 
organization which produces 
new lieutenants into the Army 
(Army Reserve, National Guard 
or Active Duty),” Gonzalez said. 
“Cadet Command approximately 
commissions 60 percent of the 
lieutenants into the service. The 
other approximately 40 percent is 
produced by military schools (West 
Point, Virginia Military Institute 
…) or direct commission.” 
ROTC programs have been 
attempted on the UTB/TSC 
campus before, but due to 
problems with membership, had to 
be canceled, Gonzalez said. This is 
the first time dedicated personnel 
have been assigned to the program 
on campus. Previously, instructors 
would travel between the UTPA 
campus and UTB/TSC.
“We have had much support from 
the staff [and] from the students,” 
Gonzalez said. “Back in ’99, ’98, 
that’s when the program was here 
[before], but because of … little 
numbers of people being in the 
program … higher headquarters 
said, ‘We kind of need to put our 
money somewhere else,’ because 
the production was not that much. 
Right now [the program] is 
booming. Within the first semester 
we have 18 cadets that are talking 
to us about contracting. We have 
two [students] that are trying 
to get accepted as scholarship 
students and three others that are 
prior service National Guard.”
The co-ed program typically 
takes four years for a student 
with no prior military, ROTC or 
JROTC experience, he said. But 
there are exceptions.
“For a student who has already 
had service or has been in the 
National Guard, it is sometimes 
three years, two years,” Gonzalez 
said. “For a student who just got 
out of high school, and never 
joined Junior ROTC, it would 
be best for him to wait until his 
junior [year]. … If he qualifies 
… we are able to send him to a 
leadership training camp. From 
there he will be able to qualify for 
the program.”
Being in the program does 
not mean that the students are 
automatically enlisted in the 
Army. Upon completion of the 
program, students can contract 
into the Army as commissioned 
officers.
“Only after they are contracted 
… they join the Army as a second 
lieutenant either in reserves, 
National Guard or active duty,” 
Gonzalez said.
Students can follow the program 
as either an elective pursuit or 
academically, as part of their degree 
plan. For example, a student can 
take military science as a minor, 
completing 18 hours of classes, 
or as extracurricular, which means 
taking the ROTC courses without 
the physical training courses to be 
commissioned as an officer.
The program offers two-, three- 
and four-year scholarships to 
students who intend to contract 
into the Army.
“All the scholarships pay tuition 
and fees, $600 each semester for 
books, and depending on their 
[military science level], we’re 
going to start paying them at $300 
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• Innovative life-saving products and services since 1940
• Significant scientific and clinical advances in health care
• Therapeutic treatments to countless numbers of children 
and adults in desperate need of critical care for burns, shock 
and other life-threatening conditions. 
• Our plasma donors with a much-needed additional income!
You can become part of this life-saving team 
and start enjoying the benefits of extra cash.  
Together we can make a difference…
For more complete information and a plasma collection center 
near you, please visit www.grifols.com
Blood Plasma Donations have provided... New donors receive: 
 1st donation  $30
 2nd donation  $35
 3rd donation  $35
 4th donation  $40
Regular donors receive: 
 1st donation $20
 2nd donation $25
Donors receive an 
extra $10 on their fifth 
consecutive donation!
For more information, 
call 574-9200 or visit our center at:
Biomat USA, Inc.
653 E. 13th St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
UTB/TSC Students ONLY:
Present this coupon with your 
UTB/TSC ID and receive an 
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Name: Gorgas Science Society
Purpose: To encourage environmental conservation and 
education, to develop student interest in different fields of 
science, further encouraging them to participate in community 
service in relation to the environment, and to make connections 
between classroom science knowledge and hands-on field 
experience through trips to Rancho del Cielo, the university’s 
biological station in Tamaulipas, Mexico.
Established: 1948
President: Oscar Sosa
Vice President: Andres Garcia
Secretary: Michelle Mendoza
Treasurer: Luisana Rodriguez
Other Officers: Anel Pacheco, second vice president; Melissa 
Fuentes, reporter; Claudia M. Serrano, parliamentarian; and 
David Castro, Sylvia Paz, Crystal Peña and Chris Trejo, 
photographers
Advisers: Guillermo Aguilar, Russell Harwood and David Hicks 
Awards: Joe Lee Rubio, Student Leader of the Year (2004-
2005); Guillermo Aguilar, Adviser of the Year (2004-
2005); David Castro, Outstanding Member of the Year 
(2004-2005); Crystal Olivo, William Crawford Gorgas Award 
(2005-2006). Gorgas Science Society, Scorpion Circle (2006-
2007); and Gorgas Science Society, Community Service Award 
(2006-2007)
Events: 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 Earth Day events, trips to 
Rancho del Cielo, 2005 Mexico Archeological Excursion, and 
the Gorgas Science Society Distinguished Lecturer Series.
Community Service: Rio Reforestation, Zoofari, Boo at the 
Zoo, beach and campus clean-ups, Brownsville Beautification, 
Nature Conservancy Southmost Preserve Butterfly Garden, 
Night of Giving, Sombrero Fest, Halloween Extravaganza, Sabal 
Palms Sanctuary and upcoming recycling at UTB/TSC.
Meetings: at 1 p.m. Fridays in Life and Health Sciences 
Building 1.314.
Requirements: Must be a UTB/TSC student. Open to all 
majors. 
Dues: $5 per semester
For more information: e-mail: gorgas.sci.soc@gmail.com 
and visit www.myspace.com/gorgassciencesociety, or visit the 
Rancho del Cielo office in Life and Health Sciences Building 
2.818.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your student organization featured in the Club 
Spotlight, call Collegian reporter Paola Ibarra at 882-5143 or 
send an e-mail to collegian@utb.edu. 
Members of the Gorgas Science Society include (seated, from left) Luisana Rodriguez, treasurer; Michelle Mendoza, secretary; Anel Pacheco, second vice president; 
Andres Garcia, first vice president; Oscar Sosa, president; Claudia M. Serrano, parliamentarian; Melissa A. Fuentes, reporter; Sylvia Paz, photographer; and Crystal 
Peña, photographer. Middle row: Russell Harwood, adviser; Joe Lee Rubio, Leonardo Torres, Marta Lorena Rebollo, Crystal A. Olivo, Francisco Espinosa, Abraham 
Ruiz Jr., Cynthia Kaminski and Chris Trejo, photographer. Back row: Joel Tovar, Ismael Flores Jr., Jocelyn Vela, Cassandra A. Saldaña, Omar Mendoza Jr., Ismael 
Perez, Yessika Castro, Samantha Torres and Gian Carlo Cervantes.
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Clubspotlight as a freshman, $350 for a sophomore, $450 for 
a junior and $500 as a senior every month for 
10 months.”
About 25 percent of the students in the 
UTB/TSC program have previous experience, 
Gonzalez said.
Even students who have previous military 
experience can benefit from the program.
“They break down the leadership role, as 
far as where [your troops] need to be, and 
where you need to be at, so you can lead them 
in the right direction,” said Miguel Gama, a 
sophomore international business major who 
is in the ROTC program and Army Reserve. 
It allows the students to not only have more 
opportunities in a military career, but many 
find success in civilian life as well, Gonzalez 
said.
“So far, I’ve learned more about the military 
more than I knew previously,” said Gomez, 
who already is in the National Guard. “Because 
of that, I think there’s many areas where I can 
apply what I’ve learned … in civilian life. … 
I’m a full-time student here and it’s actually 
being in the National Guard that’s helping me 
get an education.”
Gonzalez sees growth in the program.
“It is a program where we are going to 
definitely bring up the numbers and definitely 
have more participation. … Right now the 
participation [is] enormous because we have 
[about] 20 [cadets]. Some of the other small 
schools wish they had 20 [cadets].”
For more information about the ROTC 
program, call Pedro Constante, the military 
science instructor on campus, at 882-7621.
ROTC
Continued from Page 11
detection is very important. At Student Health 
Services your medical information is private 
and confidential–no information is given to 
anyone without your written consent. We 
adhere to federal and state regulations that 
protect the privacy of medical information. 
Please call 882-3896 and make an appointment 
to see one of our medical practitioners.
Eugenia Curet is director of and Barbara 
Hill is a registered nurse practitioner at 
Student Health Services.
STD
Continued from Page 7
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3230 International Blvd., Brownsville, Texas 78521
University staff members have 
a chance to become physically 
fit and become a part of campus 
history.
“The Legacy Membership 
is an opportunity for us to get 
faculty and staff to join Campus 
Recreation to use the fitness 
facility here and also the new 
REK Center when we open in 
the spring,” said Laurie Braden, 
director of Campus Recreation. 
“The … program is targeted 
to faculty and staff to try to 
encourage them to improve their 
health, and as they improve their 
health, create an environment 
where they can interact with 
students, on campus, outside of 
the classroom.”
The membership is open to 
faculty and staff who maintain 
continuous membership through 
Aug. 31, 2009, or become 
members of the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology 
Center by Tuesday.
The $20 monthly membership 
payment can be made via payroll 
deduction.
Braden said the rate for staff is 
“still more than what the current 
students pay, and will be more 
than what the students pay when 
we move into the new facility.”
Legacy Membership has perks 
that will be awarded at the grand 
opening of the REK Center. 
These items include a gym bag, 
a towel and a shirt, plus 10 
complimentary gift passes each 
year and a chance to enter that 
member’s name into a drawing 
for an opportunity to receive a 
complimentary locker. Members 
will be recognized along with 
students at the grand opening of 
the center.
“Our goal is to be open in 
February,” Braden said. “During 
that opening … we’re going 
to have the opportunity to 
acknowledge the students first, 
the students that made the REK 
Center happen.
“The next thing that we’re 
going to do is … recognize the 
faculty and staff who are Legacy 
members who attend the opening, 
because they are a valuable 
contributor to the success of the 
department through the paying of 
membership fees.”
Braden said that since the start 
of the program in August, about 
25 faculty and staff have signed 
up for the Legacy program, in 
addition to the 20 that already 
had memberships.
Staff members are thrilled by 
the idea of the Legacy program.
“I really encourage all faculty 
and staff to join,” said Cheryl 
Taylor, an informational writer 
for the Office of News and 
Information. “You don’t even 
miss that $20, and it’s worth 
every penny.”
Taylor has had positive 
experiences at the current fitness 
center.
“Everybody is there because 
they are interested in being 
healthy, and they are all of a like 
mind in that regard, and nobody 
is intimidated. That’s one thing 
I really like, it’s not a showoff 
place,” she said. “Everybody’s 
there just to exercise, have a good 
time, and everybody, I think, feels 
really comfortable there.”
Leland Coxe, an assistant 
professor in the Government 
Department, said being a member 
of the gym helps “build rapport 
with the students.”
“In the past, I’ve found that 
some students will never speak 
up in class,” Coxe said. “For 
some reason, they see you in the 
gym and, it’ll sometimes wind up 
being like extra office hours.”
Braden is excited about the 
upcoming REK Center, and 
encourages students to “come in 
and start achieving their goals 
and building their foundation of 
success through great health.”
Last chance to sign up for Legacy program
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Construction continues on the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center, which is scheduled open in late February, according to 
Laurie Braden, director of Campus Recreation. 
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By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
Scorpion soccer triumphant in RRAC opener
The Scorpion soccer teams have done 
it again: face a tough opponent in the Red 
River Athletic Conference opening game 
and come out victorious.
On Tuesday, the women’s team decisively 
routed the Huston-Tillotson University 
Rams in a 6-0 shutout in Austin, with two 
goals by forward Julia Dell’Aquila and 
single goals by midfielder/forward Linette 
Cuvillier, defender/midfielders Rochelle 
Bryan and Carling Rootes and midfielder 
Helen Wagstaff, according to the Office of 
Intercollegiate Athletics.
The women’s team’s record improved 
to 3-1-1 in season (1-0 in conference) as 
they headed to Oklahoma to play against 
Oklahoma City University on Friday and 
Southern Nazarene University on Saturday. 
Results were not available at press time.
The men’s team had its share of the 
glory, defeating the Rams 3-1 with two 
goals by defender Brian Hardie and one by 
Fernando Mendoza.
Last season, the men’s team went 2-0 
against the Rams, winning 5-1 and 3-2. The 
women’s team went 3-0 against the Rams, 
netting 4-0 and 2-1 victories in season play 
and then crushing the Rams 7-0 in the 2007 
RRAC tournament quarterfinals.
The men’s team also headed to Oklahoma 
with a 5-2 (1-0 in conference) record, 
facing the nationally ranked Oklahoma 
City and Southern Nazarene universities in 
two non-conference games.
The teams exhibited their dedication in 
the last game before the conference opener, 
as they hosted and defeated San Antonio’s 
Our Lady of the Lake University on Sept. 
20.
In the night game, the UTB/TSC men’s 
team and the Saints fought for control of 
the ball in a battle that harkened of trench 
warfare in World War I. Despite the best 
efforts of the Scorpion offense, led by 
Hardie and forwards Enrique Rivera, 
Mendoza and Juan Nava, the ball would 
not penetrate the Saints’ net.
Conversely, the Scorpion defense and 
midfield kept most of the Saints attacks 
at bay, with the rest being held back by 
goalie Juan Gamboa, in another stellar 
performance.
After a scoreless first half, the teams 
retook the field, and for awhile it seemed as 
if the stalemate was going to carry over into 
the second half. However, the Scorpions 
were dead set on victory. Five minutes 
into the second half, Mendoza, in a play 
that would not have been out of place in a 
Union of European Football Associations 
Champion’s League game, swept past 
two defenders, feigned the goalie, and 
softly tapped the ball into the net for the 
Scorpions’ only goal of the night.
Despite the valiant efforts of the Saints, 
the Scorpions kept the San Antonio team 
at bay for the rest of the half and came 
off with their third shutout of the season. 
Last season, the Saints had blanked the 
Scorpions in San Antonio. It seemed only 
appropriate for the Brownsville team to 
return the favor.
The women’s team also faced an equally 
tough challenge against the newly formed 
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
Date  Team  Opponent  Location Time
Tuesday   Volleyball Texas A&M, Kingsville Kingsville 6 p.m.
Friday  Volleyball Our Lady of the Lake Univ. Garza Gym 6 p.m.
Saturday  Soccer (M) Northwood University Morningside Park 1 p.m.
Saturday  Soccer (W) Northwood University Morningside Park 3 p.m. 
Saturday		 Volleyball	 Huston-Tillotson	Univ.*	 Garza	Gym	 3	p.m.
*	Red	River	Athletic	Conference	game
Upcoming games in the Scorpion Nation
• See ‘Soccer’ Page 14
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particular regard to administrative support and 
the allocation of scholarships, and … develop 
guidelines for use of the International Education 
fee [at] UTB/TSC,” Rangel said.
In the Let Your Voice Be Heard Portion of 
the meeting, graduate student John Froozan 
complained about the voter registration drive on 
campus. 
“There was an individual who would approach 
a student, and the individual who was trying to 
solicit for the voter registration drive was kind 
of expressing his political desires to that student, 
which really should not be happening in a voter 
registration drive,” Froozan said. “So, we need to 
emphasize to everyone that they should be non-
biased.” 
SGA Adviser Sergio Martinez urged members of 
the senate to apply for the student regent position 
on the University of Texas System board of regents 
and the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board. 
“Every year, we have an opportunity to send a 
student regent to [serve on] the UT System board 
of regents,” Martinez said. “It’s a great, great 
leadership experience. It’s an opportunity for 
you guys to represent at the state level. You get 
to work with the governor … [and] the board of 
regents. You get to address issues not just for your 
university but for all universities.” 
He said there are six non-voting positions 
available for students on the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board, which is 
responsible for approving academic programs.
Besides Rios, those absent from the meeting 
were Senators at Large Hector Benavidez and 
Lina A. Zamora, Graduate Senator Joe Lee Rubio 
and Freshman Senator Guillermo Perez.
The Student Government Association will meet 
at 5 p.m. Tuesday in the Student Union’s Salon 
Gardenia.
Hours
Continued from Page 3
SAP
Continued from Page 1
said. “On vacant positions … the 
budget lapses and in the past, in 
some instances, we’ve allowed 
departments to redirect those dollars 
to other expenses. Right now, we’re 
not because we’re redirecting it to 
the deficit. Departments have been 
very careful without us having 
to take the budgets away; we just 
ask them to be frugal with their 
expenses.”
Last fiscal year, the university 
had a deficit of $1.2 million, which 
was paid by department’s unused 
monies.
In order to meet SAP, students 
must have a 2.0 grade-point 
average and complete 70 percent 
of courses attempted per semester 
and cumulatively.  A total of 9,552 
students are in good standing this 
semester.  
Martinez said the university had 
also predicted enrollment would be 
at 16,300 and “instead we’re going 
to be at 16,900. So, we’re actually 
doing better.”
During an interview with The 
Collegian in August, Dameron 
said budget projections were done 
“based on anticipating that we may 
be down 650 students.”
He said the university is not 
only attempting to contact students 
through e-mails and phone calls, 
but has also marketed through radio 
and print media.
“We’re telling students please 
come in, meet with one of 
our academic advisers, have a 
discussion about what would be 
good to take in the fall semester 
and then the advisers would help 
them sign up,” Dameron said.
He said students are more aware 
of their academic standing now. 
“The campus believes [SAP] is 
the right thing to do, and so, we’re 
willing to stand together even 
through the tough economic side,” 
Martinez said.
says voters will only be allowed 
to vote by showing proof of 
identification through a photo ID. 
If not, they must sign an affidavit 
stating who they are in order to 
vote using a provisional ballot. 
They are then required to return in 
10 days and prove that they truly 
are the person on the affidavit. 
Rep. Rafael Anchia (D-
Dallas), who serves on the House 
subcommittee on mail-in-ballot 
integrity and hearing chairman, 
described the three different 
charges that they addressed. The 
first and main charge was mail-in-
ballot fraud, the second was non-
citizen voting and the third was 
the difficulties people are facing to 
prove they are U.S. citizens. 
According to Dudley, the 
problems are that “citizens were 
either born way before any 
sufficient records were kept or 
have difficulties locating the proper 
documents.”
Celestino Gallegos, an attorney 
with the Rio Grande Valley Legal 
Aid office in Harlingen, testified 
that many of these cases happen 
within the border area and deal 
with three issues: dual citizenship, 
delayed birth certificates and being 
delivered by a midwife.
At least 125 people have applied 
for assistance to address one of 
these issues, Gallegos said. 
“People want to fight for what 
they want,” he said. “I think that 
it’s extremely problematic for 
citizens to have to prove that they 
are citizens.”
“It’s a huge problem,” said 
immigration attorney Lisa 
Brodyaga, who believes the 
number of people dealing with this 
problem is in the thousands.
“It will be a problem when they 
get around to the National ID,” 
Brodyaga said. 
This issue needs to be addressed 
now rather than later, she said. 
Vote
Continued from Page 3
Saints women’s soccer team. Just like in the game 
later that night, both teams fought a stalemate in 
which the Scorpions had the upper hand, but just 
couldn’t deliver during regulation. Twenty-five 
minutes into the second half, midfielder Olivia 
Gaytan was sent off with a red card, leaving the 
Scorpions with 10 players on the field. Despite 
the logistical disadvantage, the women’s team 
managed to hold off the Saints until the referee 
blew the whistle signaling the end of regulation 
time.
During the first period of golden goal overtime, 
more stalemate fighting appeared to herald yet 
another tie for the Scorpions, but once again, 
their determination paid off. Three minutes before 
the first half ended, the Scorpions were awarded 
a free kick about 30 yards from the Saints’ goal. 
Midfielder Milica Mihajlovic took the free kick 
and sent a powerful shot just over the Saints’ 
goalie and into the net, giving the Scorpions their 
second win of the season.
Gamboa and goalkeeper Stephanie Reid were 
each named RRAC defensive players of the week 
for their performances on Sept. 20.
Soccer
Continued from Page 13
The lawmakers spoke after spending an hour 
in what was supposed to be a somber show of 
bipartisan unity at the White House. The session, 
hosted by President Bush and featuring the two 
presidential candidates as well as House and 
Senate leaders, came hours after the Democratic 
and Republican negotiators had issued a one-page 
“agreement on principles.”
After the House Republican rebellion at the 
White House cast doubt on the agreement’s fate, 
negotiators reconvened Thursday night, hoping 
once again to find common ground. But they 
were uncertain how to handle the Republican 
alternative, whose chief feature would permit the 
government to provide insurance to firms to buy 
troubled assets rather than spend taxpayer money 
on them.
“Rather than providing taxpayer-funded 
purchases of frozen mortgage assets, we should 
adopt a mortgage insurance approach to solve the 
problem,” a GOP fact sheet said.
Under the plan, firms would pay insurance 
premiums to the government in return for 
coverage.
“We feel it is best to resort to private capital 
first,” said Rep. Eric Cantor (R-Va.) who led the 
effort, which is backed by Spencer Bachus (R-
Ala.) the top Republican on the House Financial 
Services Committee -- and who helped negotiate 
the bipartisan agreement.
Rebellion
Continued from Page 5
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Ready to work
Junior education major Misael 
Madrigal (seated) and freshman 
nursing major Adriana Muñiz 
(second from right) apply for a job 
with Auntie Anne’s Pretzel Perfect 
during Wednesday’s Business and 
Professional Job Fair in the Jacob 
Brown Auditorium. Also shown are 
Blanca M. Chow-Hickman, owner/
franchisee, and Tobin T. Hickman, 
owner/general manager of Auntie 
Anne’s. A total of 475 students 
and 45 businesses participated, 
said Michelle Garcia, secretary 
II for Career Services, which 
sponsored the fair. 1244 International Blvd., Brownsville Texas
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El fenómeno que causó el santo popular 
“Niño Fidencio” fue tan grande que a pesar 
de su muerte sigue curando y orientando a 
las personas, ahora representándose por 
medio de materias o cajitas. 
El 19 de septiembre se presentó la premier 
en Estados Unidos del documental dirigido 
por Juan Farré, “Niño Fidencio: De Roma 
a Espinazo”, en la sala de conferencias del 
edificio SET-B. Casi 300 personas asistieron 
al evento.
 El Niño Fidencio nació en 1898 y fue 
un curandero que vivió en Nuevo León, 
México.
“Se dice que operaba con vidrios… [y] 
con navajas de razurar”, mencionó Farré. 
“Hacía operaciones complicadas, como 
cataratas, cesáreas, 
extirpaba tumores, y 
decían que la gente 
no sangraba, que 
se recuperaba muy 
rápido, eso es lo que 
dicen las historias”.
El dijo que el 
Niño Fidencio tenía 
mucha vocación de 
servicio.
“Curaba a la gente 
más desesperada, 
l e p r o s o s , 
desahuciados, gente 
que ya no tenía 
remedio, pues él 
siempre les dio una 
esperanza”, aclaró 
Farré. “Algunos se curaron, otros no, pero 
nunca le causó un reclamo porque siempre 
la gente pensaba que era la voluntad de Dios 
y que el Niño Fidencio curaba por voluntad 
de Dios.”
El nombre completo del Niño Fidencio fue 
José de Jesús Fidencio Síntora Constantino. 
Su popularidad se dio en el año 1928, en 
Espinazo, Nuevo León.
“[Estaba] siempre rodeado hasta de 30 
[mil], 40 mil personas en un campamento 
permanente, donde les daban de comer a 
todos, donde los atendía, donde era tanta la 
gente… que esperaban un momentito para 
ser tocados por él”, comentó Farré.  
Explicó que el Niño Fidencio se aventaba 
encima de la gente, como en ocasiones se 
avientan los músicos en los conciertos.
“La gente lo cargaba y lo iban llevando 
así, arriba, nada más para tocarlo”, platicó 
Farré. 
Otra de las técnicas de curación del santo 
popular era la llamada impacto terapia, que 
se realizaba con los regalos que la gente le 
llevaba. 
“El [le] aventaba a la gente… un 
guayabaso, un naranjaso; y la gente sentía 
que si le pegaba se podía curar”, comentó. 
“Ves en un fragmento de la película que 
contiene este documental, cómo la gente 
inclusive tiene los paraguas abiertos al 
revés, como para [pescar] esa fruta que él 
aventaba. Entonces, pues es la fé lo que hace 
que mucha gente pues se sienta aliviado, o 
por lo menos atendido”.
El Niño Fidencio murió a los 40 años de 
edad de hepatitis.
“No sabemos si se contagió con su trabajo 
que hacía 24 horas [del día], que no se 
alimentaba bien, pues acabó perjudicando su 
hígado y finalmente murió de una hepatitis,” 
aclaró Farré.
Después de su muerte, hace 70 años, inició 
una nueva etapa.
“Se puede llamar una nueva religión, de 
toda la gente que lo seguía y que siguió pues 
buscándolo a través de las personas que 
Fidencio habla a través de ellos, que son las 
materias o las cajitas,” dijo.
Existen muchos otros santos populares-- santos 
que no fueron canonizados por la Iglesia 
Católica.
“Fidencio… es el único de todos esos 
santos populares que ha tenido la fuerza de 
permanecer, y de crear un movimiento tan 
grande que ha dado lugar a una religión 
nueva, que es la Iglesia Fidencista Cristiana, 
y a otros grupos que también están luchando 
por ser reconocidos”, dijo el director del 
documental. “Ningún otro santo folk tiene 
esa cualidad de haber tenido ese arrastre con 
la gente.”
Antonio Zavaleta, vice-rector de Asuntos 
Académicos, ha realizado investigaciones 
sobre el Niño Fidencio. Los resultados serán 
publicados en un libro de su autoría y de la 
de Alberto Salinas Jr. titulado “Curandero 
Conversations: Healing Traditions of the 
U.S.-Mexican Border” que saldrá a la venta 
en primavera del 2009. 
Zavaleta dijo que el santo popular tiene 
más de 1 millón de seguidores en el norte de 
México y los Estados Unidos
Georgina Hernández, de Brownsville, dijo 
que habla con el Niño Fidencio por medio de 
un médium de trance, o materia.
“Comencé a hablar con él. Me di cuenta 
que no estaba sola, él me ayudó con las 
cosas que estaban pasando en ese tiempo”, 
comentó Hernández. “Desde ese entonces 
voy tan seguido como puedo, porque él en 
realidad me ayuda en mi vida, me convierte 
en algo mejor de lo que era antes”.  
Ella dijo que por experiencia propia sabe 
que Fidencio sí ayuda a las personas.
“El ha hecho milagros en mi propia 
familia”, aclaró Hernández. “Desde que 
lo conocimos nuestras vidas [han] sido 
mejores”.
Hernández dijo que cada quien tiene sus 
propias creencias.
“En realidad tienes que tener a tu mente 
preparada para diferentes cosas”, platicó. 
“Honestamente, él es bueno, todo lo que 
hace es por medio de Dios, y Dios es siempre 
primero”.
Cynthia Degollado también es seguidora 
del Niño Fidencio.
“El ayuda mucho, y lo he vivido por 
experiencia propia con mi esposo”, 
mencionó Degollado. “Fue hace como 
dos meses, él estaba muy enfermo y fue 
cuando comenzamos a ir con un [médium de 
trance]”.
El Niño Fidencio 
tiene un centro 
de curación en 
Brownsville.
“Nunca se ha 
hecho público porque 
[como] dicen del Niño 
Fidencio, él no cobra, 
te ayuda con cualquier 
problema que tengas, 
y él es muy bueno”, 
reveló Degollado.
El largometraje 
muestra que en el 
Fidencismo existen 
cuatro grupos 
principales: la Iglesia 
Fidencista Cristiana 
A.R., Grupo de 
Cipriana Zapata (desean pertenecer a la 
Iglesia Católica), Fidencistas independientes 
organizados en tronos y columnas, y 
Católicos devotos al Niño Fidencio.
Farré está consciente que la religión es un 
tema difícil y controversial. 
“Lo hemos tratado con mucho respeto, 
creo que cada uno tiene su propia opinión y 
merece ese respeto para exponer sus razones 
en este documental”, aclaró.
Durante la película, que dura 87 minutos, 
se muestran pláticas, entrevistas, testimonios 
y  fotografías. La duración de todo el material 
compactado fue de 130 horas, dijo.
“Realmente un trabajo muy fuerte fue 
seleccionar los momentos, los fragmentos 
para contar esta historia pues de una manera 
interesante, divertida, y pues respetuosa, de 
muchas opiniones, porque tienes opiniones 
de jerarcas de la Iglesia Fidencista, de gente 
de la Iglesia Católica… [de] historiadores, 
antropólogos,[y] Nicolás Echeverría, el 
primer cineasta que hace una película de 
Fidencio”, mencionó Farré.
La presentación y el documental fue parte 
de la serie de eventos que organiza UTB/TSC 
para celebrar el Mes de la Herencia Hispana, 
y se realizó en conjunto con el Consulado de 
México en Brownsville.
Para los interesados en obtener el 
documental, llamar al teléfono 882-7560.
Documental relata el fenómeno del Niño Fidencio
de hoy
Es tudiante
Nombre: Denisse Flores 
Edad: 21 años




Clasificación: Estudiante de último año
Reconocimientos: Lista de la Rectora: 
Verano I 2007 y Verano II 2008; Lista 
del Decano: Primavera 2007 y Verano I 
2008.
Pasatiempos: “Le dedico el 100 por 
ciento de mi tiempo a mi familia y a mi 
novio”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Terminar mi 
carrera y tratar siempre de ser mejor en 
todo lo que haga”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande? 
“Estudiar en una universidad en la cual el 
idioma es diferente al mío”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la 
universidad, qué harías? “Las clases de 
un día y [las] de la noche, se me hacen 
muy pesadas. Yo propondría dividir las 
clases en dos días para que sean más 
cortas y dar más opciones con respecto 
al horario.”
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Las 
instalaciones y los beneficios que ofrecen 
a los estudiantes, como trabajo, becas, 
laboratorios de computadoras, etc.”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes 
de nuevo ingreso? “Que no se confíen, 
tal vez los primeros semestres son un 
poco fáciles, pero siempre tenemos que 
dar el 110 por ciento de nosotros para no 
arrepentirnos en el futuro por no haber 
dedicado el tiempo suficiente al estudio”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los estudiantes 
para estudiar antes de un examen? 
“Primero que nada, asistir a clases para 
tener una base de estudio y después leer y 
tratar de entender, no solo memorizar”.
Anécdota: “Mi primer día de universidad 
fue una locura. Llegué tarde a todas mis 
clases porque no sabía dónde estaban 
los edificios. Por suerte, después de tres 
años, sé exactamente dónde se ubica cada 
edificio”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español
Juan Farré, director del documental “Niño Fidencio: De Roma a Espinazo”, platica con el público presente, la 
noche del 19 de septiembre en la sala de conferencias del edificio SET-B. El documental fue parte de la serie de 
eventos que organiza UTB/TSC del Mes de la Herencia Hispana.
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